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dressed themselves to our [118] Fathers, who made a
vow to say several Masses. The next day, they had
no sooner begun the first one, than there began to
pour down a rain, the most favorable that one could
have desired, which lasted three days. There was,
at the time, only admiration and thanks; but after-
ward, to renounce their superstitions was something
they could not resolve to do.

In the village of the Residence of saint Joseph,
one of the principal and oldest Captains, named Ondi-
horrea, being brought very low by sickness, at first
refused our visits and our help. After having tried
in vain all the usual remedies of the country for the
recovery of his health,—being abandoned and, as it
were, confronted by death,—he was prompted, by
some sort of vision that he had, at last to listen to
us, and to receive the kindness and the good offices
that we would desire to render him in such an emer-
gency, as to the one who had contributed most to
our establishing ourselves in that village. Accord-
ingly, he was instructed and baptized; and behold
him immediately upon his feet, to the astonishment
of all those who had a little while [119] before
despaired of his life,—to whom, as to all other per-
sons who came to see him from all parts of the coun-
try, he never wearied recounting what had occurred,
and that he owed his life entirely to the baptism he
had received.

Who would not have thought that this event, hap-
pening to so important a personage, would affect, as
it ought, the whole country? But, so far from any
one profiting thereby, the very man to whom it had
happened, who testified so much gratitude for it,
after having been present once at Mass, did not



